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“She wasn’t the first to swing a cat in a bucket; she couldn’t have been. I must 
have done it too. I don’t remember

not doing it. Your crimes are already there. You’ve already committed them.
You’ve already repented. You’ve already been forgiven and then done it again, 
whatever it is that you’ve done. Only when you begin committing all the 
crimes in the world

does it seem like no one is offering them to you; later it seems like each one 
is merely another present to unwrap—and not even the kind of present that 
makes your heart beat faster for having received it, a present from an estranged 
lover who may or may not be giving you something as a sort of revenge, say, 
but more like

a present dropped in your office mailbox by your boss, which turns out to be a 
gift certificate to a restaurant owned by the company you work for.”

praise for Zultanski’s previous book, Agony (BookThug):

the most important book of his generation

—Kenneth Goldsmith

totally controlled and totally controlling—wholly unapologetic 
and brutally seductive—obsessive and yet disinterested.

—nicK thurston, BOMB 

Steven Zultanski is the author of Pad (Make Now Press, 2010), Cop Kisser 
(BookThug, 2010), and Agony (BookThug, 2012). He lives in Brooklyn.
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