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In 1960, the publication of Donald Allen’s The New American Poetry, and the 
Vancouver and Berkeley poetry conferences, sparked a poetic renaissance rich 
in exploration and innovation that articulated a new relationship between 
form and content. Simultaneously, American artists began working with the 
book as a creative medium that rivaled the European tradition of the early 
twentieth century. Co-published with Cuneiform Press, this book is the first 
collection of interviews with some of the pioneers working at the intersection 
of the artists book and experimental writing that continues to this day.

Kyle Schlesinger is a poet, printer, and professor. He is the author of A New Kind of Country, 
Vast Acid West (Chax Press), Sydney Omarr’s Wild Children (with Flynn Maria Bergmann; 
Planned Obsolescence Press), Keep the Change (with Deborah Poe; Great Fainting Spells), 
Commonplace (Cuneiform Press), and other books. Scholarly works include Threads Talks 
(with Steve Clay; Cuneiform Press) and Poems & Pictures (Center for Book Arts). He is the 
proprietor of Cuneiform Press and Director of the Graduate Publishing Program at UHV.
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