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Omntpnnm AnekcaHgpoBuy
MPUTroB

nFITbneCFlT KaneJjiek KpoBu
B abcopbupyrowen cpege

nepesof
Kpuctocdep MaTtTucoH

Fapkun YTéHok, 2004
cepusa MO3TOB BOCTOYHOM €BPONbI
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MopO3HbIN y30p Ha cTekne

Kanenbka KpoBM Ha nanbue Manbynka,
OLETOro B U3ALHbIN

nené-reapnencknin MOpCKom

MYHANP

Pobkunin NnepBOKNACCHMK y YEPHOWN OOCKU:

Mama mbina pamy

Cnesamun
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Frost patterns on the window
A drop of blood on a boy’s finger
dressed in an elegant
marine guard uniform
A bashful first grader at the chalkboard:
Mama washed the pane

with her tears
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ManeHbkune cBacTMKM Ha 6payHON NPOCTbIHE Tiny swastikas on the wedding sheets

Kanenbka KpoBu Ha 6€3bIMAHHOM NanbLe A drop of blood on a ring finger
YuncTan, kak onyLuKa 3aAa4bero Pure, as a rabbit fur
BOPOTHUKA, 9K3NCTEHLMA collar, existentialness
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>Kano Turpa

Xo60T bblka

Kanenbka KpoBM Ha My>XCKOM nasnbLe,
BbIXOAALLEM M3 Yy>XKOro Tena

Yen-To 6yoywmi nnay
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Tiger’s sting

Bull’s trunk

A drop of blood on a man’s finger,
growing from a stranger’s body

Someone’s future weeping
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Menkun TonoT yberaroLwmx no Kpbie Hor
Kanenbka KpoBu Ha nanke KoTeHka
Cypbba noata B Poccumn
YynecHble npesBpalleHna y>xaca

B TOP>XeCTBO 1 06paTHO
B y>xac
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Pattering footsteps upon the roof

A drop of blood on a kitten’s paw

The fate of the poet in Russia

Miraculous transformations from terror
into triumph and back

To terror
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CeMb NOOMOCKOBHbIX Yyaec cBeTa
Kanenbka KpoBu, NpukpbiTaA 6apxaTHON
TPANOYKOM
OTkKyga aTO TOMSIEHME MO PO30BOMY
6anbHOMY NnaTbio 1 B3AparvsaroLlLmnm
obopkam

16

UGLY DUCKLING PRESSE : Digital Proof

Suburban Moscow’s seven wonders
A drop of blood draped in velvet rags
Whence this languor

over a rose ball gown and its

quivering frills
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YacTHanA Xun3Hb odmuepa
Kanenbka KpoBu Ha NeBon rpyam
MECTHOWN KpacaBuLibl
MpucTanbHbIA B3rnAL HeBUAUMbIX
MaxaTm, nepeBeneHHbIX Ha PYCCKNN
A3bIK
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The private life of the officer

A drop of blood on the left breast
of the local beauty

The rapt gaze of invisible

Mahatmas, translated into the Russian

Fifty Drops of Blood by Dmitri Prigov (2004)
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PasroBop aHrnnyaHvHa ¢ Hemuem

Kanenbka KpoBU y CTEH BeYyepetoLero

MOHacTbIpA

KameHb, neTAWNN U3 pycCcKon rnyobuHKu
B BOAbl ATNaHTUYEeCKOro okeaHa
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An Englishman’s conversation with a German
A drop of blood by a monastery’s dusk wall
A stone, leaping from Russian depths

into waters of the Atlantic
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KapTuHa He3abBeHHOro ®pugpuxa

Moyemy-To BCMOMUHAKOTCA BCAKUE FNynoCcTU
YecTb My>XUMHbI BCE-TaKM Ha NOAAX CPaKeHni
BosBpalleHue n3 obmopoka Bo3sie KanesbkKu
KpOBW, NOYEPHEBLUEN OT NPOBEAEHHOIO
BPEMEHMU
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Unforgettable Friedrich’s painting

For some reason each folly recalls

A man’s honor yet on the battlefields

Recovering from a fainting spell near a drop
of blood, tinged dark from prolonged

exposure
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WHTennurnbensHbln 3Bepb OTMLLEHUA
YaTupuop

Moyemy-To BCnomuHatoTcA 6aneTHble
Tano4kn AHHbl MNaBnoson

Kanenbka KpoBu 3a yLWKOM MJoLWeBoro
MeOBEXXOHKa
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Uatsrior, an intelligible beast of vengeance
For some reason the ballet

slippers of Anna Pavlova recall
A drop of blood behind a teddy bear’s ear
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Mapwan Bopowwmnnos
[eMOHN3M 1 YyBCTBO TOBapuLecTBa

B CpeAHEBEKOBOM [eTTUHreHe
Kanenbka KpoBu Ha Urne ogHopas3oBoro
wnpuua
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Marshall Voroshilov
Demonism and the feeling of comradeship
in medieval Géttingen
A drop of blood on the needle of a disposable syringe
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®roneToBoe YEPHUIbHOE NATHO B BUAE
uapesuya Amutpusa

Bbi3biBaemaa HEMMOBEPHbIM HaNpPAXEHNEM

BOSMN

Kanesibka KpoBU

MocnepytowanA YyactnyHaa peabunurauma
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A violet ink stain in the shape

of tsar Dmitri
A drop of blood summoned out

by an incredible effort of will
The final partial rehabilitation
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BpacneT Ha pyke, 3aropenon oo
HEBO3MO>XHOCTU

BaBwunoHckoe, 4YTO Ha3biBaeTcA,
CTONNOTBOPEHME

Ene 3ameTHbIN cnep Ha 6€10CHEXHOM

30

canieTke — Kanesnbka KpoBu, BUAUMO
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A bracelet on a hand, burned to a crisp
Complete and utter, as they say, Babel
Barely a trace on the snow-white

napkin—a drop of blood, apparently
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[eBywka no nMmeHn AHHU OUHH A girl by the name of Annie Finn

Bbinaparowian ¢ MOKpbIM CHErom ogHa Falling along with the damp snow, one
eQMHCTBEHHAaA Karnesibka KpoBu single drop of blood
XKyTKoro Bmaa v cusbl HEYTO B Npeaenax something grisly and forceful within the seen
BUOMMOCTH
32 33
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Kanenbka KpoBM Ha MOYTN HETPOHYTOW Luee A drop of blood on an almost virginal neck

NBecTn NATbAECAT N30MOPHN3MOB Two hundred and fifty isomorphs of enlightenment
npocBeTneHns A cottage almost invisible from above
[MoYTn HeBUANMBIN CBEPXY AOMUK in green Bohemia

B 3enieHon bBoremumn
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lonoc ansokata MakopoBa Ha Makarov the lawyer’s voice

4yp6aHOBCKOM mpoLecce at Churbanov’s proceedings
Kanenbka KpoBW Ha 4yOOTBOPHOM MKOHE A drop of blood on a miraculous icon
Tuxmnm nog3emMHbIN ronoc, No Ho4yam A gentle subterranean voice, at night
FOBOPALUMI XXEHLIMHE Kakne-1o whispering a word to
CNoBa, eto HenpaBUbHO some woman that is
NCTONIKOBbIBaeMble misconstrued by her
36
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ByTblno4yka yKCyCHOW acceHumnn
['YyNKWI NyCTbIHHBIM 3an NOCne peMOHTa
Kanenbka kpoBwu, nognetatrowan Ha
neprameHTHbIX KPbIbAX M XKyXOKaluas
Han yxoM
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A bottlet of vinegar essence
A booming, deserted hall after refurbishing
A drop of blood, fluttering

on parchment wings and buzzing

Over ears
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OTpybneHHanA B WYTKY ronosa
Kanenbka AnoHCKOW KpPoBWM

LLlecTon neHb Hepenn u He cyb6boTa — 4To 3TO?!

40

B OrPOMHOM aMepunKaHCKOM Terne
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A head lopped off in jest
A drop of Japanese blood
in an enormous American body
Sixth day of the week but not Saturday—is what?!
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Tyxa4yeBCKNI, NPeKpacHO TaHUYOLWMA Ma3ypKy

Piomka BOAKM C KanesnbKon KpoBWU Ha oHe

Bua cTpaHHbIX 3eMAAHBIX 3HAKOB C BbICOTbI
OpJIMHOro noneTta

He o6AasaTenbHO peanbHOro
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Tukhachevsky expertly dancing the mazurka
A shot of vodka with a drop of blood at the bottom
Strange earthen signs appear from the heights
of the eagle’s flight
Not real exactly
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Kanenbka KpoBM Ha Kanenbke KpoBu
Yenosek no umexnn Kum Np CeH
6penyLwmin No NPOCENOYHOWM
popore
BceobLee cmATEHME NPy OOHUX TOSbKO
cnyxax n3 CbiKTbiBKapa
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A drop of blood on a drop of blood
A fellow by the name of Kim Ir Sen,

raving along a country road
Rumors from Syktyvkar causing

universal confusion
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Kanenbka KpoBM Ha nakeTe MonokKa
INywknH Ha poHe BOCNeBaeMoro nM aH4yapa
OcBexatolee 4yBCTBO OANHOYECTBA U
ropabiHu

Yem He npa3gHuK?
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A drop of blood on a packet of milk

Pushkin against a background of the upas extolled by
him

The refreshing feeling of solitude and pride

Is that not a celebration?
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Kanenbka KpoBu Ha KntoBe ronybA

VcKpeHHOCTb NapTUMHOro paboTHMKa

M Heuvero oTBETUTb Ha HEOOYMEHHbI B3rnas,
BONpoLaLwmx

PasBe 4TO: ronybb, Kanesbka KpoBu

MckpeHHOCTb NapTUMHOro paboTHMKa
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A drop of blood on a pigeon’s beak

The party worker’s candor

There’s nothing to say to the inquiring
bewildered gazes

Except: pigeon, drop of blood

Party worker’s candor
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JlepAHanA BoakKa MeX OKOHHbIX pam

Cnaboe noTpeckmBaHne OrosiMBLUMXCA

npoBoaOB

Pbicb, 060padmnBatolaaca geByLIKON C
KanenbKour KpOBM B Yrosike pra
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Ice-cold vodka between the windowpanes
The faint crackling of bare wires
A lynx, turning into a girl with a drop

of blood in the corner of the mouth
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OpwuH, aBa, TpU, YeTbipe CBALWEHHbIX TpeneTa
Kanenbky, kanenbky KpoBu 3a6binu!

OTyero e 3abbinn

He 3abblnu
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One, two, three, four sacred tremors
A drop, they forgot the drop of blood!
What made them forget

They haven't forgotten
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®apcopoBoe BCKMNaHMe 4OBOEHHOMO
KpengewunHa
Kanenbka 3eneHon KpoBu 060pPOTHA
OAnHOYHbIN NoBeL YeNoBEYECKMX Oyl

Hapg XenTbiM NOTOKOM YCKOMb3aroLWwmnx
BOA,
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A porcelain flare-up of prewar crepe de chine
A drop of green werewolf’s blood
Solitary hunter of human souls

above a yellow torrent of slipping water
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BapxaTucTbin TONIOHYMK Ha caxap
MaTteprannsoBasLluancA B 60MbLLIOI0
ceporo KoTa metaduanyeckan
Kanenbka KpoBswu
CmMyTHaA oT cTekarowen BepTUKanabHO
no cTekny cnesbl IMHUA
OTEeYeCTBEHHOro ropn3oHTa
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A velvety sugar ration card
Materialized in the form of a large
gray cat, a metaphysical
drop of blood
Vague from tears streaming
vertically down the pane, a line

of native horizon
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MponnbiBaOWNi B 3epkasie CUrapeTHbIN ObiM Cigarette smoke drifting in the mirror

HesocTpe6oBaHHan Kanesbka XpUCcTUaHCKOM An unclaimed drop of Christian blood
KpOBM Enormous, by all accounts, historical
OrpomHble, Mo pacckasaM, UCTopuyeckme eons of other existences

QO0HbI MHbIX CyLlecTBOBaH nn
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Camu coboit pasymetolumeca cTpaaaHmaA Napoleon’s suffering is a given

HanoneoHa A drop of blood, seeping

Kanenbka KpoBu, npoca4ymBatowanaca from beneath the bathroom door
M3-nop aBepn BaHHOW KOMHaTbI Reminiscent of something seen

YT0-TO HanomunHaroLee 13 BUOEHHOro in Arabic geometry

y apabCcKnx reoMeTpoB
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3aTtarusarowmeca 6ennsHom rnasa
ymMmuparowero ArHeHka

MosgHo obHapyxuBLeeca cmelweHne Mapca B
CTOPOHY 0buTaHuAa Jlebena

Ho v He KanenbKowr KpoBU €OVHON Beab

KoHe4yHo, HeT
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The eye of the dying lamb covered
in a whiteness

Mars shifting in the direction of the Swan’s dwelling
is revealed belatedly

But not even a single drop of blood

Of course not
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Be3ymune HecHacTHOro miageHua

Kanenbka Kposwu

HenpeHTnduumpyemblin TEKCT
TpaHccmbupckon YnaHuwaabl

64

UGLY DUCKLING PRESSE : Digital Proof

Madness of the unfortunate infant
A drop of blood
An unidentified text

of a trans-Siberian Upanishad
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XonogAwme ayuy KpUKn U3 cocegHero
3oo0napka
Cka4yko06bpasHbI MPOMEXYTOK BPEMEHU
MeXAy NPUHATUEM pPeLUEeHUA
N OTKa30M OT Hero
O6mOopOoK Npu BUAOE KanenbkKn KPoBK
Kak v B npoLusnbin pas3 — HU4ero
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Cries that chill the soul from a neighboring zoo
The spasmodic interval of time
between making a decision
and its refusal
Fainting at the sight of a drop of blood
Like last time—nothing
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BonblWON rNOTOK KPOBU 1 OCTaBLIAACA

Kanenbka

3BYyKU aHrenbcKoro nenuvsa B Jlypae,
AOHocALmMecA 13 paroHa JIly6AHKK

Llenb ry6butenbHbIX HECOOTBETCTBUM

3HOBUT 4YTO-TO
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A huge swallow of blood and a lingering drop

The sounds of angelic crooning from Lourdes,
carried from the Lubyanka rayon

A chain of devastating disparities

A bit chilling
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lMpAmo-Takn ropeHne Ha crnbax
KO>XaHoro o1MoneToBoro NuaXaka
Kanenbka KpoBu B abcopbupytoLlein cpene
Jlerkoe cblpoe oyHoBeHWE 13 npeanosioraemon
MeXAy HOI KOCMUYECKOW Ablpbl
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Simply ardor in the crook
of a violet leather jacket
A drop of blood in an absorbent medium
A light damp breeze from between the legs
of the presumed cosmic gap
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BoXXeCcTBeHHbIN NNacTUIMHOBBIN Nensax
Ha CTOJINKE Yy OKHa
XoueTcAa Kanenbku KpoBu
HeuTo aHrnuckoe, BblYMLLEHHOE 00
oTpuLatoLLEeNn
Hac cTeneHu
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A divine plasticine landscape
on a small table near the window
Wanting a drop of blood
Something English cleansed to a degree
of denial
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McnbiTaHne CHerom mn KOnoTblo

BHYTpu Kanenbkn KpoBu TaALleecA CyLeCcTBO
paanb, mon Npaans! no-nn, no-nu, Npaanb
CBALlEeHHbIN
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Trial by snow and by soot
Waning existence inside a drop of blood
Gra-a-ail, my Gra-a-ail! Lu-li, lu-li, Holy

Gra-a-ail
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B 3a6bITOM KHMKKe 3abbiTas aecATka A forgotten sawbuck in a forgotten book

YypnoBuwHOro Bnga To Ny 611A4b, TO I NPOCTO Monstrous to look at, a whore or
AeByLIKa merely a girl
PaspybneHHaA HaaBoe TOMOPOM Cleaved in two with an axe
Karnesnbka KpoBu a drop of blood
76 77
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HenssecTHO Kaknum o6pasom
ycTpamBalowminca Ha ronose TiopbaH
Ckaxwu MHe: Kanenbka kposwu!
BeTka cUpeHn 13 >XN3HU HeJocAraeMblxX
NIMPUYECKMX

NnoaToB
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It’s unknown in what way

the turban was arranged on the head

Say to me: Drop of blood!

A lilac branch from the life of the inaccessible
lyric poets
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Ha Bua — nakeTVk CUHUbHOW KNCNOTbI Apparently—a packet of prussic acid

Kanenbka, HO He KpoBu A drop, but not blood
PaambiTan, 3a gaBHOCTUMIO NeT, Washed away, after so many years,
BceobLan rapMoOHUA NPOCTbIX the universal harmony of simple
yucen numbers
80 81
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BeTka cakypbl Ha NUCTKE ANOHCKOro
Kanengapsa
Kanenbka KpoBu 1 crnesnHka Ha hapdopoBOM
6nogue
pomoBoOM nepornmdg, BoinagaroLwmnmn

M3 cBMHUOBOW Ty4u:
Pum poneH 6bITb paspyLueH!
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A sakuri branch on the page of a Japanese calendar
A drop of blood and a tear on a porcelain saucer
A thunderous hieroglyph, fallen

from a leaden cloud:

Rome must be destroyed!
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MBaH pa Mapba B 0601x CMbICnax Ivan and Maria in both senses

MocneobeneHHan Kanenbka KPoBM An after-dinner drop of blood
Ha ycax CTanuHa on Stalin’s whiskers
MpounTaiiTe, NpoYMTaiTe MHE Ha4ano Read, read to me the beginning of the fourth
4yeTBepTON Eclogue from the words:
3KJ10MM CO CIIOB: When will these names
Korpa nosabyayTtcA too be forgotten...

n 3TN UMeHa...
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CTporocTb XX1UBOro MUMMLEMCKOro MyHOupa
[BOpPHUK, cMeTaloWwnn Kanenbky KpoBu
C 3aCHEeXEHHOro TpoTyapa
Cwmyrnble aHrensl, napAwme Hag Caxapon
B NMouckax cbexkasLuero
CBALLEHHOro 3anua
>Kun3sHb no BecHe, HO y>xe B Camape
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The severity of a real life militia dress coat
A caretaker, sweeping a drop of blood
from the snow-clad sidewalk
Swarthy angels soaring over the Sahara
in search of fleeing
sacred rabbits

Life in spring, already in Samara
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To, 4TO Ha3bIBaeTCH XKOMnon
Kanenbka KpoBM Ha Kpato yHMUTasa
fonoc n3 cocegHero NpocTpaHcTBa n
MHFHOBEHHanA

CcCMepTb
W TpacueHoeHuns
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That which is known as the ass

A drop of blood on the toilet rim

A voice from the adjacent space
instantaneous death

and transcendence
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CabernbHana aTaka Ha pacceeTe A sabered attack at dawn

Cneuundmyeckan Kanenbka Kposu, A specific drop of blood, reaching
nopberatowian the heart
K cepauy An enormous bolt of electric blue wool,
OrpOMHbIV PYOH LIEPCTU LBeTa 3NEKTPUK, gnawed through by mice
NPOeAeHHbIN Mbillamu Somewhere in Birmingham

oe-to B BupmuHreme
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onaA BeTka 3a OKHOM

Kanenbka KpoBuM Ha HeJoO6pPUTON LeKe B
3epkane

3aTbINoK, obpalleHHbIV B HEBEOOMOE

U BCe 3TO — KakK JaHHOCTb
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A bare branch beyond the window

In the mirror a drop of blood on an unshaven cheek
The back of the head, turned to the unknown

And all of this—a given
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KoHuepT MouapTta

Be3yMHOG KOTN4YeCTBO paccCblnaHblX No 3emMsie

Kanesne KpoBu
CumM nobenuiun

94
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A Mozart concert
An astonishing number of drops of blood
strewn over the earth

With this you shall conquer
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OmnTpuin Anekcangposud MNpuros

MAaTboecAT kanenek Kposu B abcopbupyloLen cpeae
CTuxm c nepeBonom Ha aHrnmnckuii K. MattucoHa—
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Fifiy Drops of Blood in an absorbent medium is the first English-
Russian edition of Dmitri A. Prigov’s poetry published in the
United States. It is the fifth book in the Eastern European Poets
Series from Ugly Duckling Presse, a not-for-profit arts and publish-
ing collective.

This cycle of poems was originally published in Russian by Text
Publishers, Moscow, 1993. Some of the poems in this book first ap-

peared translated by Christopher Mattison in the journal 6x6.
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